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in the religious life. If in England there flourished
the homely and modest types of goodness, it was in
Rome that, at that day at least, men must look for
the heroic. They were not indisposed to the idea that
a true Church which had lost all this might yet regain
it, and they were willing to wait and see what the
English Church would do to recover what it had lost;
but there was obviously a long way to make up, and
they came to think that there was no chance of its
overtaking its true position. Of course they knew all
that was so loudly urged about the abuses and mis-
chiefs growing out of the professed severity of Rome.
They knew that in spite of it foreign society was lax ;
that the discipline of the confessional was often exer-
cised with a light rein. But if the good side of it
was real, they easily accounted for the bad : the bad
did not destroy, it was a tacit witness to the good.
And they knew the Latin Church mainly from France,
where it was more in earnest, and exhibited more
moral life and intellectual activity, than, as far as
Englishmen knew, in Italy or Spain. There was a
strong rebound from insular ignorance and unfairness,
when English travellers came on the poorly-paid but
often intelligent and hard-working French clergy; on
the great works of mercy in the towns ; on the origin-
ality and eloquence of De Maistre, La Mennais,
Lacordaire, Montalembert.

These ideas took possession of a remarkable mind,
the index and organ of a remarkable character. Mr.
W. G. Ward had learned the interest of earnest re-